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MEMORANDUM FOR: 


Tbe Honorable Walt W. Rostow-^' 
Special Assistant to £be President 


SUBJECT: 


The Honorable Dean Rusk 
Secretary of State 

30 October meeting of GVN Advisory 
Council on Peace and Negotiations 



1• foreign Minister Tran Chanh Thanh assured members of the 
Advisory Council on Peace and Negotiations on 30 October that U. S. 
Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker was not "pressuring" President Thieu 
into accepting an unconditional cessation of the bombing of North 
Vietnam. Thanh added that "certainly" there would be reciprocity 
for any such bombing halt. Thanh spoke in reply to questions from 
several members of the Council, who described themselves as 
"disturbed" by reports that Bunker was pressuring Thieu into 
accepting an unconditional bombing halt. 

2. Tha nh had convened the meeting on short notice to ask 
Council members to exercise utmost discretion in their remarks 
on the negotiations, and to insist that Council deliberations be 
handled with utmost secrecy. "With or without a bombing halt, " 
said Thanh, "this is the time for discretion." Thanh assured 
Council members that as soon as there were any significant develop¬ 
ments in the negotiations, he would convoke them at no matter what 
hour of the day or night. Thanh then turned the meeting over to 
Nguyen Trieu Dan, a senior official of the Foreign Ministry who 
® erves as Vietnamese liaison to the International Control Commission, 
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who spoke from a prepared text of some 12 pages on what the GVN 

saw as its own responsibilities in preparing for the negotiations, 

and on what the Vietnamese delegation to the eventual peace talks 
should be prepared for. 

3. Vietnamese Confederation of Labor President Tran Quoc 
Buu then suggested that the GVN should create a "National Committee 
for Peace" as the logical successor to the present Advisory Council, 
such a committee to be composed of officially appointed representa- 
tives of the Cabinet, AB.VN, both Houses of the National Assembly, 
religious groups, labor unions, and other mass organizations. The 
proposal was well received by Advisory Council members. Thanh 
said he also found the idea a good one, and stated that he would, 
convey it to President Thieu. 

4. Others present for the meeting included Senators Tran Van 

Lam and Dang Van Sung, lawyers Tran Thanh Hiep and Vuong Van Bac, 

Judge Nguyen Huy Dau, Tran Van Tuyen, and Professor Tran Van 
Ken. 
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